
BRIEFINGFACT
WHO’S 
ALL IN
THE FAMILY?

There are many different
words associated with who is
in a family, but those words
may not reflect the roles they
play.
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FAMILY
ROLES 

PA
RE

NT CHILD

SIBLING
GRANDPARE

NT

Final authority 

Full responsibility
for  children’s
upbringing

in  decision-
making 

Entirely
dependent on
those in adult 

Rely on others
to meet their
basic needs

roles

Provide
support to
other siblings

Similar age
to other
siblings

Supportive of
those in
parent roles

Leave the
parenting to
the parent


